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under his Peshwa Bahiro Pingle. Unhappily Pingle was
a man of mediocre talents. Kanhoji Angre was one of the
first soldiers of his time. He defeated Bahiro Pingle in a
pitched hattle and took him prisoner and throwing him
into a dungeon in Lohgad, openly talked of an advance on
Satara. Shahti in alarm ordered Balaji Vishvanath with
fresh troops to oppose his march. But Balaji wisely trusted
to diplomacy rather than arms. He formed the view that
the royal government was no longer strong enough to
adhere to Shivaji's old constitution, under which the king
aided by his eight ministers was the sole ruler in his
dominions. The time had come when that ideal must be
put aside as an impossible counsel of excellence. Let the
king give his nobles grants of land instead of money and
allow them within their confines to act as vassal princes
rather than salaried officers. Shahu accepted his minister's
advice and consented to the change. Balaji invested with
full powers, met the Maratha admiral at Lonavla. The
two had kindly feelings for each other from the days when
Balaji Vishvanath lived in the Konkan. Balaji spoke elo-
quently of the danger which the Maratha people ran under
rulers divided against each othor. His eloquence touched
the war-worn sailor's heart and Angro agreed to accept
Shahu's terms. He was confirmed in the title of Sarkhel
or Admiral of the royal fleet and was allowed to retain
Rajmachi and a number of lesser forts in the Konkan*.
At the same time Balaji joined his forces with Angro's and
the combined armies invaded the Sidis' possessions on the
western coast. The Sidis were rapidly driven out of
Shrivardhan, Balaji's birthplace, and several other points on
the coast which Angre added to his fiol Thereafter Angre
released Bahiro Pingle and became an allied confederate of
the king. In this way the Maratha confederacy was born.

*Tbc forts mentioned by Mr. Bardosai wore Khanderi, Kolaba, Suvainadm^g,
Jaygad, Devgad, Kanakdurg, Fatchduxig, Avachitgud, and Yoswantgad besides 1$
leaser pluccs, e. g. Bahirugad, Kolata, Bikatgad, Manlkgad, Mitgad, Sagargad, lUsul-
gad, Ramdnrg, Khaerpatan, Rajapuv, Ainberi, Satyadcm, ShriVacha, ami Manaranjan.